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A free press is essential for a free society. Much of the press and radio and most news weeklies, however, cater to the material and sensational, yielding to the many pressures that play upon 
narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. For 
those who would maintain their dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts drawn from the most authoritative sources, which 
provide a greater insight into the crucial issues of our day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?”’ 


The people of Oakland, Calif., and vicinity, have demonstrated 
their faith in Christian goodwill in an impressive and specific way. 

Over the doors of the East Bay Rehabilitation Facility, known as 
Lake Shore Manor, are the words, “The Best Year of Your Life.” These 
words are also engraved on mementoes which are given as tokens of 
achievements to each man who has rid himself of a monstrous curse — 
while a resident of Lake Shore Manor — and has found rebirth as a de- 
cent human being. This achievement marks the first year of sobriety and 
represents desperate thinking, intensive study, soul searching and, ultim- 
ately, a cleansing process that is available to the alcoholic who seeks re- 


covery from his illness. 

Lake Shore Manor was set up 
by concerned citizens as a non- 
profit organization, chartered by the 
state. Forty men at a time are res- 
idents and, as soon as they are se- 
cure and can get jobs, they begin to 
pay their bills for the year’s keep. 
The men thus bear a very large 
share of the cost of operating their 
own recovery program. Donations 
from well-wishers, tax-exempt, help 
fill the gap of the cost. 

But a lot of time and effort is de- 
voted by concerned East Bay citi- 
zens who believe in applying their 
beliefs in Christian goodwill. It has 
taken the time and interest of many 
to help over 700 men pass through 
the doors of Lake Shore Manor to 
a better life. The Manor is designed 
to help middle-income citizens who 
cannot afford expensive private san- 
itoriums but who should not be 
subjected to the degradation of jail 
or mental hospitals at public ex- 
pense. The Manor has proved es- 
pecially helpful to the worker who 
is in danger of losing his job be- 
cause of uncontrollable drinking. 
He takes up residence there while 
holding onto his job and endeav- 
oring to regain stability. 

One of the leaders of the move- 
ment is the Hon. William W. Hoff- 
man, Judge of Municipal Court of 


the Oakland-Piedmont Judiciary 
District, Oakland 12, Calif. For 
further information on how this 


effort has been implemented, our 
readers may address Judge Hoffman 
in care of his court. There is hardly 
a community in America that does 
not need such a rehabilitation cen- 
ter that stands in the no-man’s land 
between penal institutions and the 
expensive private sanitorium. 


New Day In Foreign Aid 


A thorough overhaul of Ameri- 
can concepts of foreign aid is shap- 
ing up: 

e Sen. Mike Mansfield (D., 
Mont.) is driving for a curtailment 
of the wasteful foreign military aid 
program with the double-barrelled 
aim of compelling the Administra- 
tion and the Pentagon to make pub- 
lic the secret figures revealing how 
the billions spent in military assist- 
ance and defense support are being 
used. During all the tumult over 
foreign aid, the critics of foreign 
assistance have usually deliberately 
skipped over any exposure of the 
flagrant corruption and wastage that 
can be so easily detected in the mili- 
tary assistance program. Sen. Mans- 
field has compiled data showing that 
the areas receiving the heaviest U. S. 
military aid have not become de- 
pendable allies but, rather, have be- 
come increasingly hostile to Ameri- 
ca. This is because the large sums of 
U. S. military money spent in these 
areas have brought little benefit to 
the people, usually enriching the 
most corrupt business and political 
elements, thus, more than ever, leav- 
ing the country vulnerable to Com- 
munist infiltration. The Administra- 
tion has kept a mantle of secrecy 
over such expenditures on the plea 
that to publish this data would stir 
jealousy and bickering among our 
allies — between South Korea, For- 
mosa, Thailand, Pakistan, etc., as to 
which received the most. The Ad- 
ministration is asking nearly a bil- 
lion dollars for such “defense sup- 
port” for the coming year — but 
still insisting that the spending be 
kept secret! 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


7 (Mr. Wells is now visiting Russia and Poland. The following copy is a condensation of 
his reports after numerous conversations with friends of Between The Lines in Paris, Geneva, 
Berlin and Prague. His next dispatch will cover his observations in the Soviet Union.) 


OTES FROM GENEVA, BERLIN AND PRAGUE: The pressing 

closeness of communism compels the Europeans to think realistically. 
Of course, the European politicians and military men, who are sustained 
on the pap of U.S. military expenditure, naturally give to the interviewer 
only a self-conscious play-back of the unreal black-and-whiteness which 
characterizes most American opinion. But your editor long ago learned 
that, for a more accurate and prophetic insight, he must go to the well- 
informed layman — the educator, doctor, small businessman, clergyman 
or student, those who work close to the people and whose personal for- 
tunes do not hang on politics or military policy. 


“THE OLD MEN ARE ABOUT FINISHED” is an oft heard 
phrase; a dozen times we’ve been reminded that Adenauer, de Gaulle, 
Eisenhower and Khrushchev are all well over 65 and will soon be inactive. 
The French say it with some fear; the prosperous, bouncing West Germans, 
with a speculative eye to the East; the Czechoslovakians and Poles, with a 
glint of hope. 

YOUNG EUROPEANS ARE THINKING in terms of a new era. 
They see no hope of disarmament but believe that change itself will keep 
the peace because change is making war impossible. We are told by many 
that the industrial revolution in free Europe — along with the growth of 
production and the rapid increase in the standard of living —is as great 
as Russia’s revolution .... that Russia will have a hard time keeping up 
with European capitalism, instead of overrunning it as Khrushchey threat- 
ens. This is a tremendous factor and reveals a sturdy, healthy attitude. 
Wish we had more of it in the U.S.! 


DON’T EUROPEANS FEAR COMMUNISM, fear atomic war? 
Yes — but that’s when they shrug and talk about “the old ones.” Khrush- 
chev is an “old Bolshevik” who is still trying to force world change through 
a Marxist funnel. Adenauer wants to keep the old forms of Germany’s 
industrial capitalism and social structure right side up, while young Ger- 
mans sense that Russia can’t meet the needs of her own growing, awakening 
population without German industrial contributions — and large ones. 


Such great Germans as Willy Brandt, Mayor of W. Berlin, and Dr. Carlo Schmidt, Vice- 
president of the Bonn Parliament, do not object to a continuing peaceful social revolution in 
Germany. They are anti-Communist Socialists but get much cooperation from Adenauer’s notable 
foe within his own conservative party, the brilliant economist, Erhardt. These men do not make 
a virtue of hating Russians, as does Adenaver, and can envision a new Russian-German industrial 
alliance with both Adenauer and Khrushchev out. 


De Gaulle tries vainly to restore France’s glory out of tattered 
remnants, while fresh young leadership waits in the wings, leadership that 
is also Socialist — but anti-Communist. They will restore France’s real 
glory by genuine tax reforms that can open the way to desperately needed 
giant housing programs and other achievements that de Gaulle’s “back to 
glory” compromises can never attain. In other words, Europeans see a 
Socialist capitalism emerging in Europe as the next foundation of freedom, 
rather than a rigid laissez faire capitalism surrounded by U.S. missiles, as 
popularly envisaged in American political circles. 


The American people are being cheated of their right to understand this new Europe — 
involving constant change — by the false doctrine enforced upon the U.S. public that any liberal- 
ization of capitalism is “‘socialistic’’ and that all socialism is inseparable from communism. What- 
ever our own economic preference may be, the plain truth is that communism is being defeated 
most effectively by the blending of democratic socialism with orthodox capitalism, thus bringing 
revolutionary changes peacefully. (This can be seen in areas where vast new public housing pro- 
grams have erased many slums in West Germany and some parts of France and Italy; and in new 
tax-supported university educational systems, health programs, agricultural reforms and many other 
social advances.) 


WHAT OF THE BERLIN THREAT in the mind of Europeans 
who live so close to it? When the Berlin crisis first flared nine months ago, 


this Newsletter forecast that the crisis over West Berlin would not be eased 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 





New Day In Foreign Aid 


e Sen. Fulbright (D., Ark.), sup- 
ported by Sen. Cooper (R., Ky.) 
and others, is urging that the U. S. 
foreign aid be re-established in a 
new form with a long-range $7 bil- 
lion development loan fund — not a 
give-away—that would extend over 
a period of five years. This plan 
would remove U. S. foreign aid 
from the continual political strife 
that has always crippled such ef- 
forts. When the President presents 
the Congress with a foreign aid pro- 
posal each year, the program is 
fought over endlessly in congres- 
sional party wrangling, and, in the 
end, much of it gets cut away. Then 
in a few months the entire process 
must begin again. 

Especially would the Fulbright 
7-\cai plan put the accent on con- 
structive help to needy nations 
through loans, repayable with in- 
terest. Congressmen opposing for- 
cign aid are still prone to attack all 
assistance programs in terms of the 
politically motivated, mismanaged 
gift projects of the past. Are these 
Congressmen and others, whose 
voices are often heard in the press 
or radio, doing this deliberately and 
dishonestly —or have they not 
heard that few gifts are being sought 
for by any nation today — exclusive 
of our military alliances. All the un- 
derdeveloped countries are seeking 
loans, secured by the raw material 
resources of each area. Watch your 
Congressman’s statements on such 
matters and ask that he be honest. 
Compliment him if he is. 

e President Eisenhower has asked 
Congress to approve U. S. leader- 
ship and membership in a billion 
dollar development bank fund for 
Latin America. The creation of an 
Inter-American Development Bank, 
patterned after the successful World 
Bank, will be the most significant 
step in the history of our economic 
relations with Latin America. The 
countries of Latin America are rich 
in natural resources but impover- 
ished in technical leadership. Much 
of the funds sent to these countries 
in the past has been military aid and 
funds that encouraged the growth 
of dictatorships. But legitimate 
loans, supervised by Inter-Ameri- 
can financial leaders and directed 
by Inter-American technical aid 
teams, will strengthen each nation at 
its base. This will be the purpose of 
the new Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank. 

e Perhaps the most extensive new 
venture in international aid and co- 
operation is the newly proposed bil- 
lion-dollar International Develop- 
ment Association, which is to be in- 
augurated by the world’s finance 
ministers in September. 

The new agency will be affiliated 
with the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 


(continued) 


(World Bank). It will be empowered 
to make “soft” loans for projects 
in underdeveloped countries where 
“hard” money loans from the 
World Bank are unobtainable. The 
agency will arrange to make use of 
the local currencies in extensive 
trade and barter arrangements. The 
plan was created by Sen. Monroney 
of Okla. (See BTL, Feb. 15.) 
While the cause of peace would 
be advanced more directly if these 
great development and aid efforts, 
such as the new IBRD, were con- 
ducted under the leadership of the 
UN, the presence of the Russians in 
the UN brings the threat of disrup- 
tion and conflict within the aid pro- 
gram itself. Hence there is much 
resistance in some quarters to the 
funnelling of any U. S. aid money 
through UN channels, despite the 
fact that, so far, Russia has had lit- 
tle participation in any of the UN 
aid and technical assistance pro- 
grams. However, the World Bank 
has worked in close cooperation 
with the UN and its world agencies. 


Real estate interests often claim 
that the owners of slum properties 
are innocent citizens whose invest- 
ments have become “entrapped” in 
blighted areas. But housing special- 
ists have discovered that the over- 
whelming majority of slum land- 
lords are unwilling to take part in 
voluntary programs for rehabilitat- 
ing deteriorated neighborhoods. 
When neighborhood associations in 
some of the castern cities have set 
up model block clean-up campaigns 
to refurbish and redecorate some 
of the dilapidated apartments into 
which many families were being 
crowded, few landlords would co- 
operate — although the program 
would bring improvements to their 
properties at much less than cost. 
The landlords are required to pledge 
that rents will not be raised on the 
improved properties. “Most owners 
of such properties have demonstrat- 
ed beyond doubt that their only in- 
terest is in the exploitation of the 
people who are so unfortunate as to 
be compelled to live in the sub- 
standard properties,” state the hous- 
ing authorities. 





From A Teacher: “I loaned 
my copy of Journey Into Light to 
a bright high school student. The 
result— an awakening to the 
meaning of the Christian faith 
in this age of science that makes 
so much of the church seem out 
of date.” 

This timely book by Charles A. Wells 
presents an incisive interpretation of First 
Century Christianity for today. A hand- 
some hardcover book of 142 pages, il- 
lustrated by the author, priced at $2.50 


pp. Order from Between The Lines Press, 
152 Madison Ave., N. Y. 16, N. Y. 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


until and unless the U.S. was willing to forego plans to place U.S. atomic 
missiles in West Germany, France, Italy and Turkey. We based this an- 
alysis largely on the views of European observers who are close to the 
scenes of tension. This forecast has proved to be so painfully accurate 
that it is hard to understand why this, the true nature of the stalemate, has 
continued to be suppressed in American news channels. The American 
people are told repetitiously how belligerent the Russians are in trying to 
drive the U.S. out of Berlin — but are never told why. Yet one hears plenty 
about this at Geneva, Berlin, Prague and points east. To recap: If the U.S. 
continues to put atomic missiles in West Germany, Italy and Turkey, the 
Russians will have to overhaul their own defenses and will install atomic 
missiles on mobile piatforms in East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and Albania. In doing so, the Russian defense chiefs face the fact that 
West Berlin — in the hands of the U.S. military — is a powerful U.S. es- 
pionage center over 100 miles inside the Russian defense system! The Sov- 
iet defense chiefs will never accept this, any more than would the Pentagon 
if the situation were reversed. (While the U.S. negotiators at Geneva have 
not been permitted even to discuss the possibility of withdrawing our 
atomic missiles, the problem of U.S. espionage in West Berlin has been 
admitted and discussed.) 

SUCH A BERLIN STALEMATE does not mean war in the Euro- 
pean mind, for the one important reason: that before this missile system 
on either side of the Iron Curtain can become an actuality, a new Admin- 
istration will have gone into office in the U.S., with the inevitable policy 
changes, and, very likely also, new regimes in West Germany, France and 
perhaps even Russia. (Estimates run from three to six years for the estab- 
lishment of atomic missile systems in Europe.) 

THIS LONG MATURE VIEW cf the European mind is needed to 
temper and balance American attitudes. Powerful cliques in our national 
life, some in uniform, some in industry (with one hand in the taxpayer’s 
pocket — through defense contracts), keep the sentiment alive that if we 
don’t atom bomb Moscow before breakfast, they'll bomb us after supper. 
This neurotic sentiment just doesn’t exist among people living close to the 
Iron Curtain, and in countries such as France and Italy where a million or 
more belong to the Communist party. (The U.S. Communist party, accord- 
ing to the FBI, has less than 7,000 members, yet J. Edgar Hoover tells 
Congress each year that, if the FBI doesn’t get its several million dollar 
annual budget, the Kremlin will soon get us.) 

COMMUNISM IS NO LESS DANGEROUS to the European 
mind but it doesn’t take on the element of devil worship witnessed in Amer- 
ican Legion and DAR conventions. Marxism is a disease that blights the 
world body because of prolonged malnutrition, lack of adequate shelter, 
cruel social and racial oppression and soul-eroding despair. It can be cured 
best by more and better food, adequate housing, justice and opportunity 
for national and individual fulfillment. 





SECRECY AND SECURITY 


HE placed observers are more concerned about our nation’s security 
in terms of the threats from within than they are about the dangers 
ot communism. It is generally conceded that the FBI and other national 
security forces now outnumber the American Communist party members 
by a considerable margin — the watchers more numerous than the watched. 
Three million men in uniform and the $41 billion annual defense budget 
stand between us and the Russian threat on the other side of the world, 
plus the British, West German, Turkish, French and other allied armies. 

YOU WOULD HAVE TO HUNT A LONG TIME, moreover, 
to find a historian or political scientist who actually believes the U.S. 
stands in danger of a Russian military assault or will be so endangered 
in the foreseeable future. Most of such warnings come from politicians, 
the military and others whose fortunes and professional careers are in- 
volved with the billions spent on defense. The Communists intend to 
conquer the world all right — but by means far more subtle and effective 
than military assault. 

THERE ARE MANY FORMS OF TYRANNY —and most of 
them arise from two causes: (1) The congealing of power in the hands of 
the few behind thickening curtains of secrecy. (2) The growth of cor- 
ruption, profligacy and indifference in national life. 


That both of these conditions are increasingly prevalent in Amer- 
ican life is causing anxiety among many of our most eminent citizens. 
J. R. Wiggins, executive editor of the Washington Post, the capital’s 
largest daily, has warned that “secrecy in government is a bigger peril 
than spies. Secrecy is being used to protect the most callous waste and 
inefficiency that undermines the sirength of the nation at its root.” At 

(continued third col., NEXT page) 
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Epistle From Little Rock 


We have received many letters and reports from Little Rock. The 
following, we believe, analyzes and summarizes the present phase of the 


conflict more comprehensively than 
or unpublished. 

“Since we last wrote you, those 
who believe in Christian brother- 
hood have seen truth and justice 
working in the silent strong way 
that these forces eventually are felt. 
Though few in Little Rock wanted 
integration, we do not want hatred 
and ignorance to become symbols 
of our city. The wreckage of our 
schools and the cost which our boys 
and girls are paying for the sins of 
prejudice are appalling to those of 
us who are close to the schools. The 
children from the better homes have 
kept up their work through the sub- 
stitute schools in churches and 
homes. But this substitute education 
has been only half of an education 
for many, despite the brave front 
that has been kept up. 

“Those of us who put education 
and goodwill for all men above the 
perpetuation of prejudice and ignor- 
ance have been able to express our- 
selves in the recent election which 
defeated three members on the 
school board who were the tools of 
Gov. Faubus. But those of us who 
have backed this movement for a 
return to sanity and goodwill have 
had to ‘stick our necks out’ and 
have suffered for our convictions in 
many ways. There have been threat- 
ening phone calls, many have re- 
ceived ugly, threatening letters. Any- 
one who has dared to express his 
convictions to neighbors — and it 
has taken this to stir a response to- 
wards correcting the situation — has 
found that any expression of hope 
and goodwill makes one, sooner or 
later, a target for these threats. But 
the progress made is encouraging. 
Gov. Faubus will use his state polit- 
ical machine to fight back, but our 
business leaders, many of our teach- 
ers, newspaper people and pastors 
are speaking out more boldly every 


anything we have seen, published 


day. Yet I feel others should realize 
that we have all had to pay a price 
in fear and personal hurt to do so. 
But somehow it does make Christ 
and His teachings more real.” 

No one should read these words 
without asking, “Would I speak out 
where I live, if it brought threats 
and recrimination?” 


SCHOOLS: How good a job does 
your high school do for students 
who want to go to college? One of 
America’s leading high school edu- 
cators, Harold Howe of Newton, 
Mass., whose school has an out- 
standing record in placing its grad- 
uates in colleges and universities, 
suggested the following methods of 
checking the above question: 

“You can’t tell too much by the 
percentage of students a high school 
sends to college,” Mr. Howe warned. 
“Mediocrity can still exist in a high 
school that sends 85 per cent of its 
pupils to college. Here are the criti- 
cal questions which perhaps have 
most to do with the high school’s 
contribution to higher education: Is 
there a full time librarian? How 
many counselors are there and how 
many students per counselor? How 
large are the classes? Will the school 
offer a course in Advanced Mathe- 
matics or Foreign Language even if 
only ten or fifteen students are en- 
rolled? Do college-bound students 
carry at least four courses a year in 
the areas of English, Mathematics, 
Science, History and Foreign Lan- 
guages? Does the Mathematics pro- 
gram go beyond the second year of 
Algebra and the first year of Plane 
Geometry? Is the school considering 
teaching Calculus? Is it aware of 
new courses in Physics and Mathe- 
matics? How much writing is done 
in and outside of English classes?” 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


the last convention of the American Society of Newspaper Editors, the 
Society’s committee on Freedom of Information stated that “the sup- 
pression of military information is preventing the American people from 
making intelligent decisions on national defense... .” Sen. T. C. Hennings, 
who leads a Senate crusade against secrecy in government, comments, 
“The alarming number of deliberate attempts by public officials to man- 
ipulate the news, either to avoid personal or political embarrassment, or 
because they think the facts are simply none of the public’s business, has 
reached the point of real danger. If allowed to increase unchecked, it 
could pose a serious threat to our survival as a free nation.” How has this 
secrecy developed? How does it operate? 


(continued) 


SECRET WARFARE 


i recent months incidents have occurred along the Soviet and Red 
China frontiers that might easily spark atomic war. These events have 
been caused by the activities of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. The 
CIA employs approximately 16,000 persons and spends a large share of 
the $2 billion appropriated annually for U.S. espionage, according to the 
study on Intelligence and National Security by Dr. H. H. Ransom of 
Harvard. Yet the CIA is accountable to no one except « tight little “power 
elite” in the Pentagon and the White House. Neither Congress nor any 
other representatives of the people have any check on CIA ::ctivities. 

By law the CIA is supposed to be an information-gat ‘ering agency 
and as such we believe its existence is thoroughly justified in a lawless 
world. But during recent years Congressional leaders have become aware 
of CIA activities that have nothing to do with gathering military and po- 
itical information, activities that not only involve military adventures which 
could engulf the nation in war but acts of sabotage directed towards na- 
tions with whom we are not at war. These activities involve Red China as 
well as some of our allies such as Iran. For four years, several Senators — 
both Republicans and Democrats, including Mansfield, Aiken, Morse, Ke- 
fauver, Cooper — have sought a law that would enable Congress to keep 
some check on the activities and expenditures of the CIA. Congressional 
supervision of the CIA was urged by the Herbert Hoover committee and 
by a special commission task force headed by Gen. Mark Clark, and by 
the Senate Rules Committee. But pressure on Congress and on the press 
has been so intense that all these recommendations have been muffled. 
It is now clear that such legislation will not be passed until the public be- 
comes sufficiently informed to demand action. 

THE CIA ALMOST STARTED A WAR with Communist China 
in 1954 and again in 1958. Stewart Alsop, in a recent Saturday Evening 
Post article, describes the activities of the Western Enterprises, Inc., a 
blind for a CIA project, in raiding the Red China mainland from Quemoy 
and the Tachen Islands. While Alsop’s report was friendly to the CIA, 
nonetheless it was obvious that such attacks, purportedly coming from 
Chiang Kai-shek’s forces on Formosa, had a large part in the determin- 
ation of the Red Communists to bombard these islands and thereby stop 
the harassment of the China mainland. Yet none of these facts was ever 
mentioned when the public was being whipped up to support U.S. resist- 
ance to Red China’s “aggression” against these islands. Who has been 
aggressing against whom? 

THESE “BRINK OF WAR” PERFORMANCES are not unusual 
for the CIA, according to Charles Edmundson, former writer on Fortune 
Magazine and veteran of the U.S. Foreign Service, in a report on the CIA 
in the February issue of the Progressive. Edmundson quotes prominent 
American ambassadors who testify on the damage to American prestige 
and influence abroad because of such CIA activities which have little or 
no relation to the gathering of information. Mr. Edmundson also refers 
to the leading part the CIA had in overthrowing the Mossadegh Govern- 
ment of Iran at the behest of British and U.S. oil interests, a fact reported 
also in the Saturday Evening Post, November 6, 1954, but later ignored 
when world reaction became highly critical. 


ESPIONAGE WARFARE IN THE AIR 


HE Soviet frontier often witnesses U.S. Air Force flights that are a 
4% violation of standing agreements and a clear threat to peace. The 
public is aware that U.S. Air Force surveillance planes are freguently 
threatened, shot at and sometimes shot down around the Communist 
frontiers — sometimes within Soviet territory. But the public is rarely 
told that this happens while U.S. planes are conducting regular espionage 
flights in territories often so close to Russia’s border that, were the situ- 
ation reversed and the Russians so conducted themselves along the U.S. 


frontier, such excursions would be called acts of war. That these sorties 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 





Wider Horizons 

Americans in Moscow: American engineers who were assisted by 
Russians in building the U.S. exhibit in Moscow, report that “coexistance 
is here!” The American team states that the Russians have extended them 
every courtesy and privilege. “There have been no restraints in our move- 
ments or what we have said or done,” Jack Parris of Fort Worth, Texas, 
chief engineer of the project, reports. “All I can say is that the Russians 
have been extremely cooperative and are skilled technicians. I know it 


may not be fashionable to say this, but it is true.” 


The American engineers reported 
that their Soviet counterparts have 
the highest skills. “Here’s how good 
the Russians are,” adds the report. 
“We handle materials and equip- 
ment together that require extensive 
training and skill. They know every- 
thing we know. Their materials and 
machines are of the best, and would 
even be tops in Texas.” 

Russian-American Student Ex- 
change: Twenty one American 
graduate students have just complet- 
ed their studies in Moscow and Len- 
ingrad Universities, and are heading 
for home after a year of study. 
Seventeen Russian students will be 
leaving five U.S. universities after 
the same period here. They are the 
first to participate under the U.S.- 
Soviet Exchange student agreement. 
Students and university deans are 
unanimous in the feeling that, de- 
spite some difficulties, the year was 
so mutually rewarding that the 
agreement to continue the program 
next year is most welcome. Twenty 
eight U.S. students will go to the 
U.S.S.R. this fall, and 33 Russian 
youths are expected here. All are 
graduate students and are proficient 
in the required languages. In a pe- 
riod of tension between U.S. and 
Russia, the exchange program is in 
itself an achievement. 

The new Russian census details 
the terrible cost of World War II to 
the U.S.S.R. In 1939, the popula- 
tion was nearly 191 million. In 
1945, at the war’s end, it was es- 
timated at 178 million, revealing 
that the war cost Russia 12 million 
lives. (The U.S. lost 375,000 killed.) 
The official Russian casualty figures 
are six million military dead and 
ten million injured. Six million ci- 
vilians perished in bombing raids, 
mass slaughter by the Nazis, and 
famine. Over a million are known 
to have died of starvation during the 
two-year siege of Leningrad. 

Historians will note with shame 
the record of U.S. fears of Russian 
attack during the same post-war 
years when it required all of the 
energy and resources of the Russian 
people to survive the destruction of 
war and restore their national life. 
As we have often pointed out, there 
is no evidence of any kind on record 
that the Russians were prepared to 
make an attack at any point of vital 
American interest during these 
years, nor have they ever planned 
to do so. 


Pasternak Comeback: The liter- 
ary battle between the Soviet writers 
and the Kremlin is resulting in 
somewhat greater freedom for writ- 
ers, symbolized by the appointment 
of Constantin Sedin, elder statesman 
of Soviet letters, as the president- 
secretary of the Writers’ Union. Mr. 
Sedin is the next door neighbor of 
Boris Pasternak and the life-long 
friend of the great controversial 
poet-author who wrote Doctor 
Zhivago. Experts on Soviet affairs 
believe that this move is intended to 
open the way for Pasternak to be 
reinstated in the Writers’ Union 
from which he was dropped after 
the publication of Doctor Zhivago 
in the West when it had been ban- 
ned in the Soviet Union. Reports in 
literary circles have it that Khrush- 
chev finally obtained a copy of Dr. 
Zhivago, read it—and is now 
scolding the officials in the Kremlin, 
who suppressed the novel, for the 
bad propaganda they created over 
a book that wasn’t so bad after all! 

The U.S. Atomic Energy Com- 
mission on May 5 released a start- 
lingly frank admission of the U.S. 
contribution to the total fall-out that 
now poisons the earth’s atmosphere. 
The AEC reports show that since 
1945 the U.S. and Russia — with a 
fractional contribution by Britain — 
created a total fission yield of 91,- 
460 kilotons in plutonium and hy- 
drogen explosions. Of this total, 
65,900 was contributed by the U.S. 
and 25,560 by the Soviet. (A kilo- 
ton is the equivalent of 1,000 tons 
of TNT.) 

The series of Soviet tests last fall 
contributed largely to the present 
fall-out in the atmosphere. But the 
U.S. is responsible for about 70 per 
cent of the total radioactive debris 
believed now to exist in the global 
atmosphere and stratosphere. Soviet 
propaganda plays up these facts 
continually while our press has 
usually suppressed them. 





From a distinguished profes- 
sor at the world’s largest theo- 


logical seminary: “For many 
years I have greatly valued your 
newsletter and have introduced 
it in my classes to hundreds 
who have carried it out into 
their life ministry.” 


Between The Lines can help you make 
your life a ministry. Just $2. for a year’s 
subscription, or $3.75 for two years; 
$5.50 for three years. 











(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


regularly enter Russia was revealed in the electronic-engineering trade 
publication, Missiles and Rockets. In the issue of January, 1958, the fol- 
lowing statement appeared: “Numerous and continuing flights (U.S. Stra- 
tegic Air Command) over the soverign territory of the U.S.S.R. demon- 
strate that....U.S. aircraft continue to fly over the Soviet Union with 
a relative degree of immunity. It is true that.... Russian fighters attack 
our bombers with major advantages of altitude, speed and maneuverabil- 
ity. It is also true that they score some hits. So far no attacks have been 
made by the Russians with missiles — possibly because they don’t want 
to tip their hand.” Between The Lines has learned from other sources 
that our Air Force has, at times, carried on a veritable air war against 
the Soviet in the course of repeated U.S. surveillance flights over Russia. 
A particularly “hot” area is in Northeast Turkey and Northwest Iran, 
where the frontiers of the two countries join the border of the U.S.S.R. 
east of the Black Sea. More than one U.S. plane has come down in this 
particular section. 


WE ARE NOW AT THE THRESHOLD of an era when any 
such incidents could touch off missile warfare. These tactics can take 
place continually without the consent or knowledge of the American 
people or their representatives, thus creating conditions that make war 
inevitable. The dominant military clique in U.S. official circles, some of 
whom are preaching preventive war, are apparently clinging to these 
tactics as essential to their “freedom of action” should the hour come 
when they decide the U.S. must strike. It has happened before. Historians 
attribute similar tactics to Franklin Roosevelt and the U.S. War Depart- 
ment in 1939-41, as the cause of our entrance into World War II. Even 
the pro-Roosevelt historian, Prof. T. A: Bailey, in his The Man in the 
Street, tells of provocative U. S. action against Germany and Japan prior 
to Pearl Harbor. (Also see Roosevelt and Hopkins by R. E. Sherwood.) 

THE RING OF SILENCE on this matter was likewise broken by 
the New York Times in February, 1959, when quotations were published 
from the influential Oxford University Magazine, Isis, which described 
how Oxford graduates learn about such illegal (in terms of the Geneva 
Convention) cold war tactics as they join the staffs of British embassies: 


“All along the frontier between East and West, from Iraq to the Baltic and perhaps 
farther, are monitoring stations avidly recording the least squeak from Russian transmitters, 
ships, tanks, planes, troops and control stations. It is believed....that this flagrant breech of 
the Geneva Convention can provide accurate estimates of the size and type of Russian arms 
and troops and the nature of their tactical methods. In order to get this information, the West 
has been willing to go to extraordinary lengths of deception, with British embassies usually 
containing monitoring spies (in cooperation with the U.S.).” 


This Isis discussion started a storm in Parliament and the facts 
have not been denied by either Washington or London. Such actions, and 
the policies supporting them, create a hot-bed from which spring errors, 
miscalculations and misunderstandings that can cause war. 

THE DANGER OF WAR BY ERROR is recognized by no less 
an authority than Gen. Lauris Norstad, the Supreme Allied Commander 
for Europe. Said the General, when appearing recently before the 15 
nation NATO Conference, “Perhaps the greatest danger might spring from 
a weakness inviting exploitation — from probing operations that might 
well get out of hand as a result of a miscalculation. In short, from a mis- 
take .... incidents that would get out of control.” (N.Y. Times, June 6.) 
Norstad of course did not go into the fact that most of this dangerous 
probing was done by the U.S., boldly penetrating areas adjacent to the 
Soviet frontier in a manner that would never be tolerated on our frontiers. 
When an occasional Russian sub is sighted off our coasts, the alarming 
headlines indicate the hysteria that would arise in Washington if the Rus- 
sian Air Force made free with the Mexican, Canadian or Caribbean skies. 

A RATIONAL CONCLUSION dictated by these facts is that the 
control over the U.S. military power has been congealing in the hands of 
a few behind thickening curtains of secrecy and that such power is now 
being used irresponsibly, flaunting the first principles of democracy — the 
right of the people to be informed and to make those decisions that govern 
their destiny. Moreover, this irresponsibility needlessly exposes our nation 
to the risk of a hydrogen holocaust when one error in judgment could 
trip the trigger. 


All military systems have featured variations of the axiom, “the 
mastery of war requires the mastery of deceit.” But now when war, with 
unimaginable destruction, can sweep across hemispheres in seconds, the 
deception of an antagonist involves the deception of friends —and of 
one’s own self. This practice of deceit has become so prevalent in U.S. 
official life that there are no longer any scruples against the deceiving of 
the American people — an immorality that opens the door to many evils, 
some as poisonous as, and similar to, communism. 
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